
 

  





















































































FRANCIS 
ALŸS

April 12 – August 3, 2025



This booklet belongs to:

The artist Francis Alÿs lives in Mexico City. 
He paints, draws, and makes films. 
For Children’s Games, he has filmed children 
playing in many countries.

In this booklet, you will find all the games that 
can be watched at the Museum Ludwig.
You have probably played some of these 
games already. You can check them off.

Others are also great to play. 
You can try them out at home or
on the way to school.

My favorite game is:

You can also find all the films
at francisalys.com



Connect!

Children’s Game #30: Imbu

Children imitate the high-pitched 

sound of a male mosquito. This sound 

attracts the female mosquitoes, which 

the children then squash—pregnant 

mosquitoes transmit the disease 

malaria.

Tabacongo, DR Congo, 2021

Children’s Game #34: Appelsindans

Two children try to hold an orange 

between their faces for as long as 

possible. If it falls, they have to leave 

the game. 

Copenhagen, Denmark, 2022

Children’s Game #19: Haram Football
A football match without the ball—
with attack, defense, dribbling, and 
goals are also scored.
Mosul, Iraq, 2017

There is a picture for every film by Francis. 
But the texts are mixed up. 
 Which picture goes with which text?

     Connect!



Connect! Children’s Game #20: LeapfrogThe last child in the row jumps over the backs of the other bent over children.
Nerkzlia, Iraq, 2018

Children’s Game #29: La roue

A child rolls a tire up a hill. Once 

at the top, they climb inside, hold 

on tight, and roll down. Here, the 

hill is made of excess material 

from a cobalt mine.

Lubumbashi, DR Congo, 2021

Children’s Game #31: Slakken
Each child marks their snail 

with a color. Whoever’s snail 
crawls across the circular finish 

line first is the winner.Pajottenland, Belgium, 2021

Children’s Game #22: Jump Rope
Children hold a rope in both hands 
and jump while it spins. When the 
rope is in the air, it can be spun at 
lightning speed before it touches 
the ground again.

Hong Kong, 2020

Children’s Game #4: Elastic

An elastic band is stretched around the 

legs of a girl and a chair. The children 

take turns to perform a sequence of 

jumps. The elastic first hangs low, then it 

is moved higher. No one wins, everyone 

just gets better and better.

Paris, France, 2008



Children’s Game # 47 Chalk
Children draw with a piece 
of white chalk on the asphalt: 
patterns, dream images, 
animal creatures ...

London, UK, 2024

 Continue drawing the line without putting       your pen down!



Children’s Game #39: ParolChildren play control and stop cars. They demand a password: “Palyanitsya,” the name of the traditional 
Ukrainian wheat bread. It is a word that 
Russians cannot pronounce correctly.Kharkiv, Ukraine, 2023

Children’s Game #28: Nzango

The leg movements of the 

opposite player are imitated.

Tabacongo, DR Congo, 2021

Children’s Game #40: Chivichanas

Children use old wood and ball 

bearings to build skateboards on 

which they race down hills. 

Havana, Cuba, 2023

Children’s Game #48: A Corda
Four children connected by a 
long rope that forms a square 
between them each try to reach 
behind for a chocolate box.

Avintes, Portugal, 2024

Children’s Game #6: Sandcastles
A sandcastle with trenches and 

fortresses is built. It has to be just far 
enough away from the sea so it can 

be finished before the tide comes in 
and flattens it.

Knokke-Le-Zoute, Belgium, 2009

Connect!

Connect!



Children’s Game #14: Piedra, papel o tijera
Two children say “scissors, rock, paper” and 
at the same time show one of the three forms 
with their hand: scissors, two fingers in a V 
shape; rock, a fist; paper, a flat hand. Which 
child has won? The scissors cut the paper, 
the rock blunts the scissors, and the paper 
wraps the rock.

Mexico City, Mexico, 2013

Children’s Game #23: Step on a Crack

A child tries not to step on any lines or 

cracks on their way through the city.

Hong Kong, 2020

Children’s Game #12: Musical Chairs
Six children place five chairs in a row, 
each pointing in a different direction. The 
music starts and the children hop around 
the chairs, one after the other. When the 
music stops, each child must sit down 
on a chair as quickly as possible. The 
child left standing is out of the game and 
carries a chair away with them. In the end, 
the child who sits on the last chair wins.
Oaxaca, Mexico, 2012

Children’s Game #38: Ellsakat

Some candy wrappers are 

stacked face down and must 

be flipped by hand so that the 

colored, “right” sides are revealed. 

The successful upturned ones 

can be kept.

Azilal, Morocco, 2023

Connect!



Connect!
Children’s Game #18: Knucklebones

A stone is thrown into the air and 

certain actions are performed with four 

other stones before it is caught again. 

Later, all the stones are thrown up by 

one hand and at least some are caught 

on the back of that same hand.

Kathmandu, Nepal, 2017

Children’s Game #36: Kujunkuluka

Who can spin on the spot the 

longest?

Tabacongo, DR Congo, 2022

Children’s Game #21: Hand Stack
Together children place their 
hands one on top of the other 
to form a stack, while counting 
rhythmically. The bottom hand of 
the stack must be pulled out and 
placed on top, again and again ...

Nerkzlia, Iraq, 2019

Children’s Game #41: ChapitasTwo metal bottle caps are knocked flat and threaded onto a string through a hole made in the middle of the cap. Two children make their metal caps rotate and try to cut the other’s string with the sharp moving edge.
Havana, Cuba, 2023

Children’s Game #46: Conkers

Each child has a conker, a horse 

chestnut tied to a string. They 

try to break the other children’s 

conkers. The winning conker is 

the one that remains whole. 

Hackney, London, UK, 2024

Connect!



Paint an environment     
       for the boy!

Children’s Game #10: Papalote 
A self-made kite held by a string 
must stay in the air for as long as 
possible.. 

Balkh, Afghanistan, 2011



Connect!

Children’s Game #33: Snow GamesA snowball fight, sliding down 
the mountain, or building a large 
snowball.
Engelberg, Switzerland, 2022

Children’s Game #15: Espejos
Each child holds a piece of 
broken mirror in their hand and 
aims the light refracted by the 
sun at their opponent. As soon 
as a player is blinded by the light, 
they collapse and exit the game.

Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, 2013

Children’s Game #35: Kluddermor
The children in a circle hold hands. 
They start to climb over or slip under 
the hands they are holding and get 
all tangled up. Then another child is 
called in—“mother.” She gradually 
untangles the knot without releasing 
the children’s hands until a circle is 
formed once again.
Copenhagen, Denmark, 2022

Children’s Game #42: Tenebom

The children throw a fork with only 

one prong into the ground so that 

it remains upright. The throws 

can sometimes be made from the 

back of the hand, sometimes with 

a fork somersault, and sometimes 

from a distance.

Havana, La Habana, Cuba, 2023

Connect!



A few weeks ago, Francis made a new film with children from Cologne. It 
will soon be shown in the exhibition at Museum Ludwig and on Francis’s 
website. The children from Lindweiler and Kalk played their favorite game 
of “Shadow Tag.” It is not the child that is caught, but their shadow. The 
game only works in the sun.

Draw one or more children 
with their shadow.

What is your favorite game to play – alone?

with other children?



Fifty children from Cologne have selected works of art from the 
Museum Ludwig collection for the children’s museum.

Which painting did you like best … … and which sculpture?



The artist Francis thanks you for your visit to the museum.

Come again soon!
Bring an adult with you and show them what you like.

Do you have any questions, suggestions, or have you taken 
a nice photo of yourself in the exhibition?

Please send us an e-mail with the subject heading, 
Kids Take Over: info@museum-ludwig.de

Museum Ludwig, 
Heinrich Böll-Platz, 50667  Cologne
Tue–Sun 10 am–6 pm, Mon closed
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Support for the exhibition Francis Alÿs – Kids take over 

The promotion of the exhibition by the 2023 Wolfgang Hahn Prize 2023 winner Francis Alÿs, 

which the Museum Ludwig is preparing in close cooperation with the artist from 12 April 

2025, is of particular concern to the Board of Directors and the members of the Gesellschaft 

für Moderne Kunst e.V.  

The Gesellschaft für Moderne Kunst has continuously supported the Museum Ludwig with 

exhibitions, acquisitions and projects since 1985. More than 700 members are united by the 

desire to promote the Museum Ludwig and maintain an active dialogue with other art 

enthusiasts. The joint commitment is visible in initiatives such as the annual awarding of the 

Wolfgang Hahn Prize and the constant acquisitions by the Perlensucher group, which has 

been active since 2013 and decided to purchase a group of eight drawings by Francis Alÿs in 

2024. The Young Acquisition Circle has also been a constant supporter since 2005, the 

sponsorship group of the exhibition series HERE AND NOW since 2016 and the sponsors of 

the Kunst:Dialoge education project since 2003, whose students will regularly be involved in 

accompanying the Francis Alÿs exhibition.  

The diverse program of the Gesellschaft für Moderne Kunst e.V. enables members to 

encounter and engage with art in a special way: through guided tours, previews, studio visits, 

gallery tours, excursions, and art trips. In close collaboration with artists, the Gesellschaft für 

Moderne Kunst also regularly produces publications and editions, the proceeds of which go 

towards supporting the Museum Ludwig. In the public lecture series Kunst im Kontext, 

personalities from the international art scene have regularly spoken about their work, current 

developments, and new insights since 2008.  

 

For further information: 

Pia Gamon 
Managing Director 
T: +49 221 258 1733 
gamon@gesellschaft-museum-ludwig.de 
www.gesellschaft-museum-ludwig.de 
 

 

http://www.gesellschaft-museum-ludwig.de/


 


